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WORKS OF THE FLESH 

PART 1 

Gal 5:16  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.  

This I say then, walk in the Spirit,.... The advice the apostle thinks fit to give, and which 
he would have observed, is, to "walk in the Spirit", that is, either after the Spirit of God; 
making the word inspired by him the rule of behaviour, which as it is the standard of 
faith, so of practice, and is the lamp unto our feet, and the light unto our path; taking 
him himself for a guide, who not only guides into all truth, but in the way of holiness and 
righteousness unto the land of uprightness; 

and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh; he does not say there shall be no flesh, nor 
any lust of the flesh in them if they walk spiritually; or that the flesh should not act and 
operate in them; or that they should do no sinful action; all which is only true of Christ; 
and the contrary is to be found and observed in all true Christians, though ever so 
spiritual; but that they should not fulfil or perfect the lust of the flesh;  

Gal 5:17  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are 
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.  

TPT. --- Gal 5:17  For your self - life craves the things that offend the Holy Spirit and 
hinder him from living free within you! And the Holy Spirit’s intense cravings hinder your 
old self - life from dominating you! So then, the two incompatible and conflicting forces 
within you are your self - life of the flesh and the new creation life of the Spirit.  

WEYMOUTH --- Gal 5:17  For the cravings of the lower nature are opposed to those of 
the Spirit, and the cravings of the Spirit are opposed to those of the lower nature; 
because these are antagonistic to each other, so that you cannot do everything to which 
you are inclined.  

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit,.... By "flesh" is meant, not the carnal or literal 
sense of the Scripture, which is Origen's gloss, as militating against the spiritual sense of 
it; nor the sensual part of man rebelling against his rational powers; but the corruption 
of nature, which still is in regenerate persons: and is so called because it is propagated 
by carnal generation; has for its object carnal things; its lusts and works are fleshly; and 
though it has its seat in the heart, it shows itself in the flesh or members of the body, 
which are yielded as instruments of unrighteousness; 

and these are contrary the one to the other; as light and darkness, fire and water, or 
any two opposites can be thought to be; they are contrary in their nature, actings, and 
effects; there is not only a repugnancy to each other, but a continued war, conflict, and 
combat, is maintained between them; 
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Gal 5:18  But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.  

TPT. --- Gal 5:18  But when you are brought into the full freedom of the Spirit of grace, 
you will no longer be living under the domination of the law, but soaring above it!  

Gal 5:19  Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness,  

Gal 5:20  Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,  

Gal 5:21  Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you 
before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God.  

This is what would be called the Acts of the Sinful Nature. Being “in the flesh” (Gk. Sarx) or “to 
be carnally minded” are terms for the sinful (human) nature with its corrupt desires. The sinful 
nature remains within Christians after their conversion and is their deadly enemy --- 

Rom 8:6  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.  

Rom 8:7  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be.  

Rom 8:8  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  

Gal 5:17  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are 
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.  

Those who practice the acts of the sinful nature cannot inherit God's Kingdom – 

Therefore this sinful nature must be resisted and put to death continually through the power of 
the Holy Spirit --- 

Rom 4:4  Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.  

Rom 4:5  But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith 
is counted for righteousness.  

Rom 4:6  Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth 
righteousness without works,  

Rom 4:7  Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.  

Rom 4:8  Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.  

Rom 4:9  Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision 
also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness.  
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Rom 4:10  How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not 
in circumcision, but in uncircumcision.  

Rom 4:11  And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith 
which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, 
though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also:  

Rom 4:12  And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but 
who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet 
uncircumcised.  

Rom 4:13  For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to 
his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.  

Rom 4:14  For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of 
none effect:  

Gal 5:17  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and 
these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit,.... By "flesh" is meant, not the carnal or literal 
sense of the Scripture, which is Origen's gloss, as militating against the spiritual sense of 
it; nor the sensual part of man rebelling against his rational powers; but the corruption 
of nature, which still is in regenerate persons: and is so called because it is propagated 
by carnal generation; has for its object carnal things; its lusts and works are fleshly; and 
though it has its seat in the heart, it shows itself in the flesh or members of the body, 
which are yielded as instruments of unrighteousness; and it makes and denominates 
men carnal, even believers themselves so far as it prevails: by "the Spirit" is meant the 
internal principle of grace in a regenerate man, and is so called from the author of it, the 
Spirit of God, whose name it bears, because it is his workmanship; 

The acts of the sinful nature include: 

(1) Adultery (Gk. Porneia):  Sexual activity or intercourse outside the marriage union. The 
word porneia comes from the root porneia and thus sexual immorality comprehensively 
may include taking pleasure in pornographic pictures, films or writings – 
 
Exo 20:14  Thou shalt not commit adultery.  
 
Mat 5:31  It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a 
writing of divorcement:  
 
Mat 5:32  But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the 
cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her 
that is divorced committeth adultery.  
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1Co 5:1  It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such 
fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his 
father's wife.  
 

(2) Fornication (Gk. Akathatisa):  sexual sins, evil deeds, and vices, including thoughts and 
desires of the heart --- 

Act 15:20  But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and 
from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood. 

Act 15:29  That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things 
strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare 
ye well.  

Act 21:25  As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and concluded that 
they observe no such thing, save only that they keep themselves from things offered to 
idols, and from blood, and from strangled, and from fornication.  

Eph 5:3  But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named 
among you, as becometh saints;  

AMP. --- Eph 5:3  But immorality (sexual vice) and all impurity [of lustful, rich, 
wasteful living] or greediness must not even be named among you, as is fitting 
and proper among saints (God's consecrated people). 

Col 3:5  Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, 
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry: 

AMP. --- Col 3:5  So kill (deaden, deprive of power) the evil desire lurking in your 
members [those animal impulses and all that is earthly in you that is employed in 
sin]: sexual vice, impurity, sensual appetites, unholy desires, and all greed and 
covetousness, for that is idolatry (the deifying of self and other created things 
instead of God). 

(3) “Uncleanness,” and Lasciviousness” (Gk. Aselgeia):  sensuality; following one’s  passions 
and desires to the point of having no shame or public decency; 

2Co 12:21  And lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among you, and that I 
shall bewail many which have sinned already, and have not repented of the uncleanness 
and fornication and lasciviousness which they have committed.  

and that I shall bewail many which have sinned already, or "before"; not before 
conversion, but before the writing of this or the former epistle; for nothing was 
more grieving, and occasioned more sorrow and humiliation to the apostle, than 
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the unbecoming walk of professors; and nothing more sensibly affects a faithful 
minister of the Gospel:  

and have not repented of the uncleanness and fornication, and lasciviousness, 
which they have committed. The city of Corinth was famous, or rather infamous, 
for unclean practices; as fornication, adultery, lasciviousness in words and deeds, 
and other unnatural lusts; "Corinthian whores" was a common proverb; nor was 
it proper for persons to go to Corinth, there were so many snares for lust and 
uncleanness; 

(4) “Idolatry” (Gk. Eidelolatria):  worship of spirits, persons or graven images, trust in any 
person, institution or thing as having equal or greater authority than God and His Word. 

Col 3:5  Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, 
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry: 

Mortify therefore your members,.... Not your bodies, as the Ethiopic version 
reads, nor the members of the natural body, but of the body of sin, indwelling 
sin; which as a body consists of various members, which are parts of it, rise out 
of it, and are used by it, as the members are by the body; and intend the sins of 
the flesh, or sinful actions, which are generally performed by the members of the 
natural body, in which the law of sin is, and by which it operates; 

AMP. --- Col 3:5  So kill (deaden, deprive of power) the evil desire lurking in your 
members [those animal impulses and all that is earthly in you that is employed in 
sin]: sexual vice, impurity, sensual appetites, unholy desires, and all greed and 
covetousness, for that is idolatry (the deifying of self and other created things 
instead of God).  

MSG. --- Col 3:5  And that means killing off everything connected with that way 
of death: sexual promiscuity, impurity, lust, doing whatever you feel like 
whenever you feel like it, and grabbing whatever attracts your fancy. That's a life 
shaped by things and feelings instead of by God. 

(5) “Witchcraft” (Gk. Pharmakeia), sorcery, spiritism, black magic, worship of demons and 
use of drugs to produce “spiritual” experiences. 

Exo 7:10  Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did what GOD commanded. Aaron 
threw his staff down in front of Pharaoh and his servants, and it turned into a snake.  

Exo 7:11  Pharaoh called in his wise men and sorcerers. The magicians of Egypt did the 
same thing by their incantations:  

Exo 7:12  each man threw down his staff and they all turned into snakes. But then 
Aaron's staff swallowed their staffs.  
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Exo 7:20  Moses and Aaron did exactly as GOD commanded them. Aaron raised his staff 
and hit the water in the Nile with Pharaoh and his servants watching. All the water in 
the Nile turned into blood.  

Exo 7:21  The fish in the Nile died; the Nile stank; and the Egyptians couldn't drink the 
Nile water. The blood was everywhere in Egypt.  

Exo 7:22  But the magicians of Egypt did the same thing with their incantations. Still 
Pharaoh remained stubborn. He wouldn't listen to them as GOD had said.  

Exo 8:18  The magicians tried to produce gnats with their incantations but this time they 
couldn't do it. There were gnats everywhere, all over people and animals.  

Rev 9:20  The remaining men and women who weren't killed by these weapons went on 
their merry way--didn't change their way of life, didn't quit worshiping demons, didn't 
quit centering their lives around lumps of gold and silver and brass, hunks of stone and 
wood that couldn't see or hear or move.  

Rev 9:21  There wasn't a sign of a change of heart. They plunged right on in their 
murderous, occult, promiscuous, and thieving ways.  

Rev 18:21  A strong Angel reached for a boulder--huge, like a millstone--and heaved it 
into the sea, saying, Heaved and sunk, the great city Babylon, sunk in the sea, not a sign 
of her ever again.  

Rev 18:22  Silent the music of harpists and singers-- you'll never hear flutes and 
trumpets again. Artisans of every kind--gone; you'll never see their likes again. The voice 
of a millstone grinding falls dumb; you'll never hear that sound again.  

Rev 18:23  The light from lamps, never again; never again laughter of bride and groom. 
Her traders robbed the whole earth blind, and by black-magic arts deceived the nations.  

 

 

 


